December 21, 2007

Town of Hunts Point Newsletter
Christmas 2007
At this time of the year, I try to come up with some sort of a Christmas story. I have a great deal of
respect for my 84 year old father. He will be home with us this year for Christmas. Below is a letter
he wrote to his business customers in 1972. It still has a special meaning to our family. Very few
World War II heroes are left among us; on Hunts Point, Dale Madden, and Donald McAusland; and
we thank you for your service to this country some 65 years ago.
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TOWN CHRISTMAS PARTY

Local News
Message From Your Mayor…

Dear Residents:
Once again, we would like to
sincerely thank the Finnelly’s and
the Williams’ for decorating the
traffic circle with Christmas lights
again this year. Without permission, reimbursement, or a permit,
they have given this gift to the
Town for the past several years.
It is neighbors like this that make
Hunts Point such a special place
to live.
I’d also like to thank The Town
Staff, Jack McKenzie, Sue Israel,
Sue Ann Spens, and Linda
Longmire for an excellent job this
past year. They deliver service
with a smile to me and all of our
residents. With this staff, it is an
honor to serve this community.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year.

Fred McConkey
Mayor

On Saturday night, December 22, 2007, 5-7PM the
Schweickert’s are hosting a Christmas Light and Decoration
display at their property, 3638 Hunts Point Road. Many of you
visited the Schweickert’s on Halloween night this year and saw
their amazing displays. This promises to be another special
evening for the neighborhood families. Please bring along a can
of food that will be donated to a local food bank.

HUNTS POINT ROAD
The Hunts Point Road project had been paid for by the town, is
complete, and the LID has been finalized. Each resident is
now to maintain the landscaped right of way between the road
and their property. These grass strips may need to be reseeded again in the spring. In this wet weather, some areas
may need to be flagged off to protect the grass until it grows a
better root system. The road looks great, and we appreciate
everyone maintaining their sections.

MILFOIL AND DREDGING
The seven residents of Haug Channel (the waterway just east
of Fairweather Place) are forming an LID to dredge the canal in
July 2008.
Fairweather Place was originally a ferry dock landing in the
early 1900’s. In 1955, Fairweather Basin and Haug Channel
were dredged to create waterfront lots from the marshland.
The soil is soft and the old ferry dock pilings are popping up
through the pavement as the road slowly sinks. To stabilize
Fairweather Place, the Town will be driving sheet piles along
the northeast end of Fairweather Place this Spring. This is to
prevent the bulkhead and the road from failing during the
dredging of Haug Channel.
There will be construction and some noise on Fairweather
Place this spring to fix these issues.
The Town is contracting with a Milfoil Contractor for
two milfoil chemical applications, one early
summer, and one mid-summer. This should
improve our water conditions.
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SR520 UPDATE
Proposition 1, the Roads and Transit Proposal, failed at the polls in November. The SR520 project
is now about $1.5 Billion short of its $4.4 Billion budget. Current thinking is that the difference will
be made up with tolls. There is discussion of tolling SR520 and I-90, soon, in order to build up
funding to replace the SR520 bridge. The State Legislature can pass regional tolls without a public
vote, but that is not likely to happen in the upcoming election year. In the meantime, Seattle is
working toward a mediated solution for Montlake, and different options are being re-discussed for
the viaduct. The Governor is pushing hard for both projects as they are at serious risk in the event
of a major earthquake.
At the Tully’s Town Meeting in April, we will discuss the improvements, mitigation, and lids that are
planned for SR520 on the eastside, and for the 84th Ave. on/off ramp.

MEDINA POLICE CONTRACT
We are very proud of the Medina Police and their excellent service to our Town. As should have
been expected, these upgrades of police officers, supervisors, and new equipment has been
more expensive. The City of Medina has proposed a 41% cost increase for our police services
for 2008. This unexpected $75,000 increase will cause our operating budget to go upside down
by about $50,000 in 2008. The Town has about $600,000 in operating reserves, but it is not
wise to run a deficit budget for long.
The Council has put the police contract out to bid and is evaluating these options:
1.
Reduce Police services with Medina
2.
Change to Kirkland Police
3.
Change to King County Sheriff
4.
Eventually place a referendum on the Hunts Point ballot to raise property taxes by
about an average of $500 per home; in order to retain the Medina Police, or to get
our own full time police officer from the King County Sheriff’s Department.
The Council is considering all options. For about the same price as Medina’s 2008 contract, we
can have our own full time King County Sheriff, in a Hunts Point uniform and in a Hunts Point
Police car. This full time officer would be ours for 40 hours per week, and on our schedule. The
balance of the time we would get four police patrols per day.
This action would get us one step closer to a “Gated Community” without the gate, with a Hunts
Point police officer stationed at the traffic circle. Our main concern is response time, and to continue the low crime rate we have recently achieved with the Medina Police. Emergency responses are covered under the Police Mutual Aid Agreements, so be it the King County Sheriff,
Medina Police, Clyde Hill Police, Kirkland, Bellevue or the State Patrol, some officer will always
get to Hunts Point in five to seven minutes.
The Council will be discussing these matters at the January 7, and February 4, 2008 Council
Meetings, 7PM Town Hall. All residents are welcome to attend and to participate in these open
meetings.
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